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AquaFlanders
The federation of Flemish water en sewer operating companies
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Drinking water companies
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Pidpa + municipality

Sewer managers

Fluvius

Farys Aquafin + water-link

Pidpa + municipality Riopact municipality

Aquafin + water-link Riopact associate

Aquaduin AGSO Knokke-Heist

Municipality



Water in Flanders
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Water availability (source: OESO) 
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Water consumption
Total water balance for Flanders for water consumption in Mm³ per year
(source: VMM)

(100%)

(85,5%)

(2,9%)

(9,5%)

(2,1%)

12%

Total water consumption: 2.895 
(100%)

Total consumption SW: 2.755 
(85,5%)

Cooling water discharges: 2.028

Total usage WW: 84 (2,9%)

Total usage GW: 275 (9,5%)

Total usage RW: 61 (2,1%)

Tap water: 358 (12%)

Energy: 1.523

Industry: 993

Households: 243

Trade & services: 55

Agriculture: 76
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Drinking water usage
Total water balance for Flanders for drinking water in Mm³ per year

(source: VMM)

(38,2%)

(0,5%)

(17,5%)

59%

25%

SW extraction: 191 (43,8%)

GW extraction: 166 (38,2%)

Import from neighbouring regions: 76 
(17,5%)

WW usage: 2 (0,5%)

Total availability DW: 436 (100%)

Export to neighbouring regions: 8

Production loss: 3

Tap water loss through leakages: 66

15%

Households: 211

Industry: 89

Energy: 11

Agriculture: 9

Trade: 5

Services: 34

Total usage Flanders: 359



Challenges
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Drinking water consumption throughout 
the year
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Flanders - chart

Daily consumption 2021

Highest daily consumption: 2018-2020

Lowest monthly average 2016-2020Highest monthly average 2016-2020

Monthly average 2021
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Precipitation over the years

Monthly total precipitation, Uccle

values 2021 values 2020 normal values 1991-2020 extreme values 1991-2020

recent values, normal values (1991-2020), and extreme values (1991-2020) 



Solutions
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Cooperating water companies

1. Working at source level

2. Adapting infrastructure

3. Innovation, research & development

4. Letting nothing go to waste

“Our vision for 2030: towards 
cooperating and integrated 

water companies. 
Collaboration is essential to 

achieve the objectives of the 
Blue Deal.”
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Working a source level

Source protection

Source management

Balancing

• Optimise the use of water resources

• Maximising coordination supply & demand
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Adapting infrastructure

Common investment analysis

• Optimising investments

• Maximising effect at Flemish level
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Adapting infrastructure
Interconnectivity
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Innovation, research & development

• Shared services via AquaFlanders

• Central management of emergency water

• Training centre

• Quality control

• Purchase

• Shared innovation, R&D program



Circular water (Aquaduin)



Desalination plant Ostend (FARYS) 
Produces up to 12.000 m³/day + expansion up to 24.000 m³/day



Pilot installation ‘Ganzepoot’, Nieuwpoort 
(Aquaduin, De Watergroep, FARYS) 
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Producing water for the local industry from 

wastewater (water-link in partnership)
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Free water for farmers
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Tariff structure

Researching an innovative tariff structure

Taking into account:

• Sustainable development

• Investment needs

• Innovation in water management

• Incentive for sustainable water usage

• Affordability
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Reducing leakage costs

District Metered Area’s

Leak detector training

Leak detection equipment

Increasing the speed of repair

Pipe flushing optimisation

Pressure management

Innovation
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Raising awareness
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Raising awareness

Risk awareness in Flanders is increasing

• 53,6% think water is scarce in Flanders, 83,8% think scarcity will increase

• 66,1% think Flanders is prone to flooding, 85,9% think the likelihood will increase

Almost 75% always or regularly drinks tap water compared to 59% in 
2018

Strong willingness to use rainwater, and to a lesser extent purified gray
water, for all kinds of applications

People are looking for advise to optimise water usage at home

Water survey



Meet us at our stand: C2-302

Managing director
Carl Heyrman

Email: cheyrman@aquaflanders.be
Phone: +32 3 292 91 90


